
Building Community
Tennis, the Baltimore Aquarium, parenting classes and swimming all have one thing 

in common:  Prince Edward County Public Schools’ 21st Century Community Learning 
Center! In its second year, the community learning center is on track to provide some 
of the most diverse and interactive education experiences for students in the county. 

In the summer of 2015, Prince Edward County Public Schools received a $174,000 
21st Century Community Learning Center grant. The grant, which runs for three years, 
helps struggling students meet academic standards. 

“It’s a competitive grant,” says Executive Director of Curriculum and Instruction Dr. 
Julie Gilliam. “One of the reasons we received the grant is because we target older 
students in grades 7 through 12.”

Currently, about 80 students are signed up for the program. Gilliam would love to 
see those numbers go up. “The program is designed to help families get involved and 
engaged. It provides resources for the whole family.” continued on next page

Future Leaders
Leaders can be any age. When very young, they 

have many years to practice becoming great leaders. 
At Prince Edward Elementary School, children from 
pre-kindergarten through fourth grade start each 
school day in Covey Clubs learning just that: how to 
be leaders. 

Part of the Leader in Me program, Covey Clubs 
provide opportunities for children to learn, grow, and 
work on their leadership skills. Enrichment clubs 
include dance, music, art, sign language, and sports.  

At the end of each nine weeks, the students participate 
in an Enrichment Night where they showcase their work. 
As Principal Carolyn Jones explains, “The students 
truly love attending Covey Clubs, and it provides an 
opportunity to showcase their talents.” 
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Focus on Science
Help! The robot ate my homework! That excuse may not be 

too far in the future for some Prince Edward County students. 
In January of this year, Prince Edward schools received a 
grant from Ellington Energy Services of Farmville to promote 
education in math and science. Through the grant, each school 
receives $500 to put toward science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics, or STEM subjects. The money is already 
being put to good use at Prince Edward County Middle 
School. Teachers at the middle school have put in requests for 
robotics kits, materials for students to learn computer coding, 
and science lab and activity kits. Sixth-grade science teacher 
Barbara Rice, who was recently selected as a judge for the 
national Science Everywhere initiative, has already started 
to build robotics kits in her classes. As Principal Tammy Hurt 
explains, “Our science teachers are really looking for ways 
to engage the students more in STEM-related subjects and 
activities. We are becoming a more STEM-focused school.”
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The Great Outdoors
Not all classrooms are located inside a building. In fact, 

Prince Edward County Schools’ newest “classroom” has no 
floor, walls or ceilings. Forget about desks! Instead of walls, 
it will have trees; instead of floors, it will have dirt, leaves 
and grass. It will be filled with light, yet without windows 
and no need for desks, learning will take place everywhere.

High school Physical Education teacher Janet Green 
recently received a $1000 grant from Prince Edward 
County Public Schools Endowment, Inc. (PEPSE) to build 
an Outdoor Education Classroom. 

This new “classroom” will include a hiking trail, a nature 
trail, an orienteering course, and a section for team-
building. It is being constructed behind the high school and  
will be open to all disciplines and all grades, elementary 
through high school. “The new  classroom should see its 
first students by early April,” according to Green. 

What can be learned in such a classroom? 
“Classroom objectives for teaching include giving 

students hands-on learning experiences,” says Green. But 
even more important than checking off a specific objective, 
Green says, “Outdoor learning will provide the student with 
a sense of adventure and independence.” 

 “An Outdoor Classroom gives students the opportunity to 
learn by doing. Getting outside makes them more relaxed,” 
adds Green. “A new environment increases focus.”

You get the impression that Green could continue to list 
the benefits of PECPS’s  new Outdoor Classroom. After all, 
the sky’s the limit when you’re outdoors—or is it?

The grant covers a wide range of activities, including 
an after-school tutoring program held on Monday through 
Thursday afternoons. In addition to academic assistance, 
the program includes enrichment activities and field trips. 
Students can take an activity bus to participate in book 
clubs, arts and crafts activities, and athletics such as 
tennis, swimming, basketball, and the martial arts. Buses 
are also provided for educational field trips to museums and 
attractions. Students have recently been on trips to the Air 
and Space Museum and the Baltimore Aquarium. Parents 
may go with their children on field trips, and the grant funding 
will cover the cost for the entire family.

The grant also provides funds for parents to take classes, 
both to improve their parenting skills and to gain job skills. 
Recent offerings include Parenting for Teens and a Microsoft 
Office Certification class. An Active Parenting class will be 
offered in early spring of 2017.  

The 21st Century Community Learning Center grant is 
a partnership grant. Organizations all over the state offer 
services in partnership with Prince Edward County Public 
Schools. To learn more about the grant, visit the school’s 
21st century web page, available on the For Parents menu 
at www.pecps.k12.va.us.

To learn more about the grant, visit the school’s 21st century web page, 
available on the For Parents menu at www.pecps.k12.va.us.

Academic Jackets 
58 PECHS seniors received academic jackets at the Academic Jacket Banquet. 
Academic jackets are awarded to those with a GPA of 3.2 or higher.

Get Involved:
Is your child interested in the 
21st Century Learning Program? 
Want to volunteer?

Call!
Mrs. Teresa Vance    
(434) 315-2100 ext 3249
Mrs. Suzanne Smith-Tucker
(434) 315-2100 ext 3235

Helping Others
Taking care of a patient is not something most high schoolers 

expect to do in class. But for a select group of Prince Edward 
high school students, patient care is part of a hands-on 
learning experience that is positioning them to enter one of 
the most in-demand fields in the region—Nursing.

Students in the Nursing Program at Prince Edward County 
High School regularly visit The Woodland to help care for 
patients. A full service retirement community in Farmville, 
Virginia, The Woodland provides independent, rehabilitative 
and assisted living options.

Real world work experience, along with certification as a 
Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA), is built into the high school 
nursing program. It begins when a student chooses Health 
Occupations as an elective. After receiving an overview of 

health topics, students must receive teacher recommendations 
and parent approval to join the two-year CNA program. 

In their first year of the program, students focus on textbook 
learning to pass the state-administered CNA exam. They also 
work within the schools, helping a school nurse or working 
with special education students. After passing the CNA exam, 
students go to The Woodland four mornings a week to work 
with nurse’s aides to help with patient care. 

“It’s a wonderful opportunity,” says nurse’s aide 
teacher Nancy Reames. “When the students complete 
the program, if they pass their certification test, they can 
get a job. When I visit The Woodland, I often see former 
students working there.”

Upcoming Senior Showcase
Don’t miss the Senior Showcase at 9:00 a.m. on May 18th! PECHS seniors will meet in the high 

school auditorium to receive recognition and showcase their talents. The program includes senior 
superlatives, National Honor Society medallions and Honor cord awards, college and scholarship 
recognitions, and military recognitions. Each senior has a current photo and a baby photo in the 
senior video compilation, and some seniors prepare a performance for the event.


